
 

Dr. Étienne-Émile Baulieu wrote in a 1990 book that he hoped that by the 21st century, “paradoxically, 

the ‘abortion pill’ might even help eliminate abortion as an issue.”Credit...Julie Glassberg for The New 

York Times 

 

 



 

 

Dr. Baulieu continues 
to work at his lab at the 

Kremlin-Bicêtre 
Hospital on the 

southern edge of Paris. 



 

Mifepristone, typically 
followed by misoprostol, is 

now used in more than half of 
U.S. pregnancy 

terminations.Credit...Gabriel
a Bhaskar for The New York 

Times 

 

An independent streak 
 



 

Dr. Baulieu’s office 
is jumbled with 
memorabilia, 

papers, books, art 
and a chalkboard 

with sketches of how 
the brain processes 
memories.Credit...J
ulie Glassberg for 

The New York 
Times 

 



 

 



 

Photos in Dr. 
Baulieu’s office 

show him with his 
father, left, Léon 
Blum, a kidney 

specialist, and his 
mother, Thérèse 

Lion, a lawyer and 
pianist.Credit...Ju
lie Glassberg for 
The New York 

Times 

 

Max-Fernand 
Jayle, who studied 

hormonal 
processes in 

women, was a 
mentor to Dr. 

Baulieu and gave 
him opportunities 

early in his 
career.Credit...Jul

ie Glassberg for 
The New York 

Times 

 

 



 

 



 

Vice President 
Kamala Harris 

gave Dr. Baulieu 
a bowl 

emblazoned with 
the vice 

presidential seal. 
Her mother, 

Shyamala 
Gopalan Harris, a 

breast cancer 
researcher, spent 

about a year 
working in Dr. 
Baulieu’s lab in 

the 
1980s.Credit...Pa

m Belluck/The 
New York Times 

 
 

 

A sculpture, 
called “Nana,” 

with parts by Niki 
de Saint Phalle, 
left, and Jean 

Tinguely, right, 
in Dr. Baulieu’s 

office.Credit...Jul
ie Glassberg for 
The New York 

Times 

 

 



 

An ‘unpregnancy pill’ 

 

Dr. Baulieu in 1984, holding an abortion 
pill.Credit...Arnaud Borrel/Gamma-Rapho, via 

Getty Images 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
The lab at Kremlin-

Bicêtre 
Hospital.Credit...Ju

lie Glassberg for 
The New York 

Times 

 

Dr. Baulieu 
described the work 

of RU-486 as 
“contragestion” 

because it 
counteracted the 
gestation process. 
More simply, he 

wrote, “RU-486’s 
action is like 

jamming a radio 
signal.”Credit...Juli
e Glassberg for The 

New York Times 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

A demonstration 
against RU-486 

outside the 
headquarters of 
Roussel-Uclaf in 

Paris in 
1991.Credit...Jea

n-Michel 
Turpin/Gamma-
Rapho, via Getty 

Images 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 
 

A poster advertised a conference Dr. Baulieu spoke at in China in the 1990s.Credit...Julie Glassberg for The 
New York Times // Dr. Baulieu in his uniform from the French Academy of Sciences.Credit...via Étienne-

Émile Baulieu 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Still at work 

 

The building containing Dr. 
Baulieu’s lab is named for 

one of his mentors: Gregory 
Pincus, an American 

scientist who helped invent 
the birth control 

pill.Credit...Julie Glassberg for 
The New York Times 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

In his office, Dr. 
Baulieu gave an 

impromptu 
seminar about 

one of his 
scientific papers 

on RU-
486.Credit...Jul
ie Glassberg for 
The New York 

Times 

 

 

 


